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The Next Best Thing to Do

	Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. Matthew 7:7

	 

	Experience is not what a man thinks through, but what he lives through. The Bible is like life and deals with facts, not with principles, and life is not logical. Logic is simply a method of working the facts we know; but if we push the logical method to the facts we do not know and try to make God logical and other people logical, we shall find that the experience of life brings us to other conclusions. God sees that we are put to the test in the whole of life. We have to beware of selecting the portions of life only where we imagine we can live as saints and of cutting off any part of life because of the difficulty of being a Christian there. Christian experience means that we go to the whole of life open-eyed, wearing no doctrinal or denominational “blinkers” which shut off whole areas of unwelcome fact. Our faith has to be applied in every domain of our lives.

	Our Lord’s teaching is so simple that the natural mind pays no attention to it, it is only moral perplexity that heeds. For instance, Our Lord said: “Ask, and it shall be given you.” These words have no meaning for us if we are wearing any kind of ecclesiastical “blinkers,” and are refusing to see what we do not wish to see. “I can live beautifully in my own little religious bandbox.” That is not Christian experience. We have to face the whole of life as it is, and to face it fearlessly.

	 The difficulty of Christian experience is never in the initial stages. Experience is a gateway, not an end.

	There are definite stages of conscious experience, but never pin your faith to any experience; look to the Lord Who gave you the experience. Be ruthless with yourself if you are given to talking about the experiences you have had. Your experiences are not worth anything unless they keep you at the Source, viz., Jesus Christ. It is tremendously strengthening to meet a mature saint, a man or woman with a full-orbed experience, whose faith is built in strong emphatic confidence in the One from Whom their experience springs.

	The next best thing to do is to ask, if you have not received; to seek, if you have not found; to knock, if the door is not opened to you.

	1. “Ask, and It Shall Be Given You”

	Nothing is more difficult than to ask. We long, and desire, and crave, and suffer, but not until we are at the extreme limit will we ask. A sense of unreality makes us ask. We cannot bring ourselves up against spiritual reality when we like—all at once the staggering realisation dawns that we are destitute of the Holy Spirit, ignorant of all that the Lord Jesus stands for. The first result of being brought up against reality is this realisation of poverty, of the lack of wisdom, lack of the Holy Spirit, lack of power, lack of a grip of God. “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, . . .” but be sure you do lack wisdom. Have you ever asked out of the depths of moral and spiritual poverty?

	If you realise you are lacking, it is because you have come in contact with spiritual reality. Don’t put your reasonable “blinkers” on again—“Preach us the simple gospel”; “Don’t tell me I have to be holy; that produces a sense of abject poverty, and it is not nice to feel abjectly poor.” Some people are poor enough to be interested in their poverty, and some of us are like that spiritually. “Ask” means beg. A pauper does not ask from any desire save the abject, panging condition of his poverty.

	Never deceive yourself by saying that if you do not ask you will not receive (cf. Matthew 5:45), although you’ll never receive from God until you have come to the stage of asking. Asking means that you have come into the relationship of a child of God, and you now realise with moral appreciation and spiritual understanding that “every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights.”

	“Ye ask, and receive not,” says the Apostle James, “because ye ask amiss.” We ask amiss when we ask simply with the determination to outdo the patience of God until He gives us permission to do what we want to do. Such asking is mere sentimental unreality. And we ask amiss when we ask things from life and not from God, we are asking from the desire of self-realisation, which is the antipodes of Christian experience. The more we realise ourselves the less will we ask of God. Are we asking things of God or of life? We shall never receive if we ask with an end in view, we are asking not out of our poverty, but out of our lust.

	2. “Seek, and Ye Shall Find”

	Get to work and seek, narrow your interests to this one thing. Have you ever really sought God, or have you only given a languid cry to Him after a twinge of moral neuralgia? “Seek,” concentrate, and you will find. To concentrate is to fast from every other thing. “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters”—are you thirsty, or are you smugly indifferent, so satisfied with your experience that you want nothing more of God? If you build your faith on your experience, the censorious, metallic note comes in at once.

	You can never give other people what you have found, but you can make them homesick for the same thing. That is the meaning of these words of Our Lord—“Ye shall be My witnesses”—you will exhibit a oneness with Jesus Christ whilst He carries out His will in your life in every detail.

	3. “Knock, and It Shall Be Opened unto You”

	“Draw nigh to God”—the door is closed, and you suffer from palpitation as you knock. “Cleanse your hands”—knock a bit louder, you begin to discover where you are dirty. “Purify your heart, ye double-minded”—this is more personal and interior still, you are desperately in earnest now, you will do anything. “Be afflicted and mourn and weep”—have you ever been afflicted before God at the state of your inner life? When you get there, there is no strand of self-pity left, only a heart-breaking affliction and amazement at finding the kind of man you are. “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord.” It is a humbling thing to knock at God’s door, you have to knock with the crucified thief, with the cunning crafty publican, but—“to him that knocketh, it shall be opened.”

	
Not a Bit of It!

	Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 2 Corinthians 5:17

	 

	Christian experience must be applied to the facts of life as they are, not to our fancies. We can live beautifully inside our own particular religious compartment as long as God does not disturb us; but God has a most uncomfortable way of stirring up our nests and of bringing in facts that have to be faced. It is actualities that produce the difficulty—the actual people we come in contact with, the actual circumstances of our lives, the actual things we discover in ourselves; and until we have been through the trial of faith in connection with actualities and have transfigured the actual into the real, we have no Christian experience. Experience is what is lived through.

	1. The Experience of Useless Solemnity

	Why do we and the Pharisees fast oft, but Thy disciples fast not? (Matthew 9:14)

	 

	When the disciples of Jesus were criticised for not fasting and being solemn, Jesus did not apologise for them, all He said was—“They are not in the mood to be gloomy.” “Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them?” Our Lord was never careful not to offend the Pharisees, nor careful to warn His disciples not to offend them; but Our Lord never put a stumbling-block in the way of anyone. The one thing about Our Lord that the Pharisees found it hard to understand was His gaiety in connection with the things over which they were appallingly solemn. And what puzzled the religious people of Paul’s day was his uncrushable gaiety; he treated buoyantly everything that they treated most seriously. Paul was in earnest over one thing only, and that was his relationship to Jesus Christ. There he was in earnest, and there they were totally indifferent.

	Reverence and solemnity are not the same. Solemnity is often nothing more than a religious dress on a worldly spirit. Solemnity which does not spring from reverence towards God is of no use whatever. The religious solemnity of the Pharisees was grossly offended at the social life of Our Lord (see Matthew 11:19). Our Lord paid the scantiest attention to all their solemnity; but one thing Our Lord was never lacking in, and that was reverence. The religion of Jesus Christ is the religion of a little child. There is no affectation about a disciple of Jesus, he is as a little child, amazingly simple but unfathomably deep. Many of us are not childlike enough, we are childish. Jesus said—“Except ye . . . become as little children . . . .”

	It is part of moral and spiritual education to watch how God deals with prejudices. We imagine that God has a special interest in our prejudices, and we magnify our conceptions and prejudices and put them on the throne. We are quite sure that God will never deal with our prejudices as we know He must deal with other people’s. “God must deal very sternly with other people, but of course He knows that my prejudices are all right, they are from Him.” We have to learn—not a bit of it! Instead of God being on the side of our prejudices, He deliberately wipes them out by ignoring them. God mortifies our prejudices, runs clean athwart them by His providence. God has no respect for anything we bring Him, He is after one thing only, and that is our unconditional surrender to Him.

	2. The Experience of Useless Garments

	No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the garment, and the rent is made worse. (Matthew 9:16)

	 

	The way the Holy Spirit corrupts our natural virtue when He comes in is one of the most devastating experiences. He does not build up and transfigure what we possess in the way of virtue and goodness by natural heredity; it is corrupted to death, until we learn that we

	 . . . dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus, name.

	 

	It is a deep instruction to watch how natural virtues break down. The Holy Spirit does not patch up our natural virtues, for the simple reason that no natural virtue can come anywhere near Jesus Christ’s demands. God does not build up our natural virtues and transfigure them, He totally recreates us on the inside. “And every virtue we possess is His alone.” As we bring every bit of our nature into harmony with the new life which God puts in, what will be exhibited in us will be the virtues that were characteristic of the Lord Jesus, not our natural virtues. The supernatural is made natural. The life that God plants in us develops its own virtues, not the virtues of Adam but of Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ can never be described in terms of the natural virtues.

	Beware of the hesitation of the natural against being turned into the spiritual—“I do not mind being a saint if I can remain natural and be a saint entirely on my own initiative; if I can instruct God in regard to my temperament, my affinities, and my upbringing.” If we have a religious strut about us, some prejudice, some particular refinement, some possession of natural heredity, it is like putting a piece of new cloth into an old garment. All has to go. “If any man be in Christ . . . , old things are passed away.” The Holy Spirit begins to work in us the manifestation of the new creation (rv mg) until there comes a time when there is not a bit of the old order left. The old solemnity goes, the old attitude to things goes, the old confidence in natural virtues goes, and a totally new life begins to manifest itself, “and all things are of God.” It is time some of us had a new set of clothes! The outstanding characteristic of Our Lord and His disciples is moral originality.

	3. The Experience of Useless Bottles

	Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, and both are preserved. (Matthew 9:17)

	 

	The old systems of religion were distinctly ordained of God. All the ordinances to which the Pharisees held had been given by God, but the Pharisees had become second editions of the Almighty, they had usurped the place of God. There is always a danger of Phariseeism cropping up. In our own day its form is evangelical, man becomes a little god over his own crowd doctrinally.

	The idea the Pharisees had of the Kingdom of God was that it belonged to certain favourites of God and its laws were to be worked out by the select few. According to Jesus, the Kingdom of God is love. “How sweet and simple,” you say! But where are we going to begin? How are we going to have the love that has no lust in it, no self-interest, no sensitiveness to “pokes,” the love that is not provoked, that thinketh no evil, is always kind? The only way is by having the love of God shed abroad in our hearts until there is not a bit of the old order left.

	The love of God in us will produce an amazing sweetness in disposition towards Jesus Christ; but if we try to put that sweetness into the “bottle” we give to some earthly friend, the bottle will break and the wine will be lost. We have to be careless of the expression and heed only the Source. We say—“No, I must pay attention to the outflow, I am going to try and be a blessing there.” We have to pay attention to the Source, Jesus Christ, see that we love Him personally, passionately and devotedly, and He will look after the outflow. Then it is not new wine in old wineskins, it is new wine creating its own wineskin. Is the love that is being exhibited by us the love of God or the love of our own natural hearts? God does not give us power to love as He loves; the love of God, the very nature of God, possesses us, and He loves through us.

	How many amateur providences there are! “I must do this and that, and this one must not do this and that,” and God retires and lets us go our own way. When we say—“But it is common sense to do this and that,” we make our common sense almighty God, and God has to retire right out, then after a while He comes back and asks us if we are satisfied. There must not be a bit of that order left. God totally re-creates us on the inside until “all things are of God.” May God enable us to stop trying to help Him, and may we let Him do what He likes with us.

	 

	
Getting There

	Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Matthew 11:28

	 

	1. Where the Sin and Sorrow Cease and the Song and the Saint Commence

	Come unto Me (Matthew 11:28)

	The questions that matter in life are remarkably few, and they are all answered by these words “Come unto Me.” Not—“Do this” and “Don’t do that,” but “Come.” “Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden”—why “labour”? The word “labour” is a picture of the type of mind that realises that longings and ideals are not being worked out, the reality is not there, and there is an encroachment of sorrow which makes these words a description of the soul. You say—“I have thought about sanctification, and of the way God delivers from sin and gives the Holy Spirit, and alters the shadow of death to life”—but are you actually sanctified? Are you actually delivered from sin, from sorrow, from meanness—are you actually delivered from the things that make you un-Christlike? If you are not, you have no Christian experience. “Come unto Me,” says Jesus, and by coming to Him your actual life will be brought into accordance with the reality revealed in Jesus. You will actually cease from sin and from sorrow, and actually find the song of the Lord begin; you will actually find that He has transformed you, the sinner, into a saint. But if you want this actual experience, you must come to Jesus. Our Lord makes Himself the touchstone.

	Have you ever come to Jesus? Watch the stubbornness of your heart and mind, you will find you will do anything rather than the one simple, childlike thing—Come. Be stupid enough to come, and commit yourself to what Jesus says. The attitude of coming is that the will resolutely lets go of everything and deliberately commits the whole thing to Jesus. At the most unexpected moments there comes the whisper of the Lord—“Come unto Me,” and we are drawn to Him. Personal contact with Jesus alters everything. He meets our sins, our sorrows, and our difficulties with the one word—“Come.”

	“And I will give you rest.” Rest means the perfection of motion. “I will give you rest,” that is, “I will stay you.” Not—“I will put you to bed and hold your hand and sing you to sleep”; but—“I will get you out of bed, out of the languor and exhaustion, out of being half dead while you are alive; I will so imbue you with the spirit of life that you will be stayed by the perfection of vital activity.” It is not a picture of an invalid in a bathchair, but of life at such a pitch of health that everything is at rest, there is no exhaustion without recuperation. Physical health is a delight because it is an exact balance between our physical life and outer circumstances. Disease means that outer circumstances are getting too much for the vital force on the inside. Morally it is the same. No one is virtuous naturally, we may be innocent naturally, but innocence is often a hindrance because it is nothing in the world but ignorance. Virtue can only be the outcome of conflict. Everything that does not partake of the nature of virtue is the enemy of virtue in us. Immediately we fight we become moral in that particular. Spiritually it is the same, everything that is not spiritual will make for our undoing. “In the world ye shall have tribulation,” said Jesus, “but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” Spiritual grit is what we need. We become spiritual whiners and talk pathetically about “suffering the will of the Lord.” Where is the majestic vitality and might of the Son of God about that! “Come unto Me, . . . and I will give you rest,” i.e.; “I will imbue you with the spirit of life so that you will be stayed by the perfection of vital activity.” Jesus will produce in us the actual experience that is exactly like the reality; that means that the very life of Jesus will be manifested in our actual lives if we will face the music in His strength. Faith is not a mathematical problem, the nature of faith is that it must be tried. How many of us are laying up “gold” for a rainy day? When we go through the trial of faith we gain so much wealth in our heavenly banking account, and the more we go through the trial of faith the wealthier we become in the heavenly regions.

	2. Where the Self-Interest Sleeps and the Real Interest Awakens

	Come with Me (John 1:39)

	“They abode with Him that day”—that is about all some of us have ever done, and then we awoke to actualities, self-interest arose, and the abiding was over. There is no condition of life in which we cannot abide in Jesus. We have to learn to abide in Him wherever we are placed.

	“Thou art Simon. . . . thou shalt be called Cephas.” Jesus writes the new name in those places in our lives where He has erased our pride and self-sufficiency and self-interest. Some of us have the new name in spots only—like sanctified measles. When we have our best spiritual mood on, you would think we were high-toned saints, but don’t look at us when we are not in that mood! A disciple is one who has nothing but the new name written all over him; self-interest and pride have been erased entirely. Pride is the deification of myself, and that nowadays is not the order of the Pharisee, but of the publican—“Oh, I’m no saint.” To talk like that is acceptable to human pride, but it is unconscious blasphemy against God. It literally means I defy God to make me a saint. The reason I am not a saint is either that I do not want to be a saint or I do not believe God can make me one. “I would be all right,” we say, “if God saved me and took me straight to heaven.” That is exactly what He will do! “We will come unto him, and make Our abode with him”—the Triune God abiding with the saint. Do we believe it? It is a question of will. Make your will let Jesus do everything, make no conditions, and He will take you home with Him not only for a day but for ever; self-interest will be done with, and the only thing left will be the real interest that identifies you with Jesus.

	3. Where the Selective Affinity Dies and the Sanctified Abandon Lives

	Come after Me (Mark 1:17)

	If you do come after Jesus, you will realise that He pays no attention whatever to your natural affinities. One of the greatest hindrances to our coming to Jesus is the talk about temperament. I have never seen the Spirit of God pay any attention to a man’s temperament, but over and over again I have seen people make their temperament and their natural affinities a barrier to coming to Jesus. We have to learn that Our Lord does not heed our selective natural affinities. The idea that He does heed them has grown from the notion that we have to consecrate our gifts to God. We cannot consecrate what is not ours. The only thing I can give to God is “my right to myself” (Romans 12:1). If I will give God that, He will make a holy experiment out of me, and God’s experiments always succeed. The one mark of a disciple is moral originality. The Spirit of God is a well of water in the disciple, perennially fresh. When once the saint begins to realise that God engineers circumstances, there will be no more whine, but only a reckless abandon to Jesus. Never make a principle out of your own experience; let God be as original with other people as He is with you.

	“Come unto Me.” Have you come? Will you come now? If you do come and abandon yourself to Jesus, He will continue to say “Come” through you to others.

	 If you have come to Jesus Christ and to the truth of God through a servant or a handmaid of God, you never think of the one who brought you there, because that one is so completely one with the Lord Jesus that the thought of himself or herself is never obtruded. Other people come to Jesus not through you, but through His word speaking through you.

	Is your life producing the echo of Christ’s “come”?

	
Get a Move On!

	And beside this, giving all diligence, add . . . 2 Peter 1:5

	 

	We are made partakers of the Divine nature through the promises (see v. 4), now, says Peter, “giving all diligence, add . . . ,” screw your attention down and form habits. No one is born with habit, we have to form habit, and the habits we form most easily are those which we form by imitation. When we begin to form a habit we are conscious of it. There are times when we are conscious of becoming virtuous and patient and godly, but that is only a stage; if we stop there we get the strut of the spiritual prig.

	1. In the Domain of Drudgery

	Jesus . . . took a towel . . . , and began to wash the disciples’ feet. (John 13:3-5)

	 

	Are we refusing to enter the domain of drudgery? Drudgery is the touchstone of character. It is a “drudging” thing to be virtuous. Necessity is not virtue; virtue can only be the outcome of conflict. The virtuous man or woman is like one who has gone through the fight and has added virtue, added it on the basis of the Divine nature, not on the basis of human determination.

	The greatest hindrance of our spiritual life lies in looking for big things to do; Jesus Christ “took a towel. . . .” We are not meant to be illuminated versions; we are meant to be the common stuff of ordinary human life exhibiting the marvel of the grace of God. The snare in Christian life is in looking for the gilt-edged moments, the thrilling times; there are times when there is no illumination and no thrill, when God’s angel is the routine of drudgery on the level of towels and washing feet. Are we prepared to “get a move on” there? Routine is God’s way of saving us between our times of inspiration. We are not to expect Him to give us His thrilling minutes always.

	2. In the Domain of Determination

	Abide in Me. (John 15:4)

	 

	The secret of bringing forth fruit is to abide in Jesus. “Abide in Me,” says Jesus, in spiritual matters, in intellectual matters, in money matters, in every one of the matters that make human life what it is. Beware of putting on your religious “blinkers”—“I can live finely in this type of meeting, or with that particular set.” The Christian life is not a bandbox life. We must live where we can be tested by the whole of life. Are we preventing God from doing things in our circumstances because we imagine it will hinder our communion with Him? That is impertinence. No matter what our circumstances are, we can be as sure of abiding in Him in them as in a prayer meeting. We are not to be changing and arranging our circumstances ourselves. Our Lord and Master never chose His own circumstances, He was meek towards His Father’s dispensation for Him; He was at home with His Father wherever His body was placed. Think of the amazing leisure of Our Lord’s life! For thirty years He did nothing. We keep God at excitement point, there is none of the serenity of the life “hid with Christ in God” about us.

	“Abide in Me.” Think of the things that might take you out of abiding in Christ—“Yes, Lord, I will abide when once I can get this finished; I will abide, but I must do this first; when this week is over, I shall be all right.” Get a move on! Begin to abide now! In the initial stage abiding is a continual effort until it becomes so much of the law of our lives that we abide in Him unconsciously. Watch it in your bodily life, in your social life-are you abiding there? are you bringing forth fruit there? That is where My Father is glorified, says Jesus.

	Are our minds stayed on Jesus? Do we brood and dwell on this line of abiding in Him? It takes the breathless panic out of us. Our Lord was never in a panic because with Him the abiding on the inside was unsullied. It is the “plague of flies,” mental, moral and spiritual, that annoy us and take us out of abiding in Jesus. There is something in human pride that can stand big troubles, but we need the supernatural grace and power of God to stand by us in the little things.

	The tiniest detail in which we obey has all the omnipotent power of the grace of God behind it. When we do our duty, not for duty’s sake, but because we believe that God is engineering our circumstances in that way, then at the very point of our obedience the whole superb grace of God is ours. It is the “adding” that is difficult. We say we do not expect God to carry us to heaven on “flowery beds of ease,” but we act as if we did!

	We have to live in the domain of drudgery by the power of God, and to learn to abide in Him where we are placed. Remember that God gives us the Spirit of Jesus, but He does not give us the mind of Jesus; we have to form the mind of Christ. The Spirit of Jesus is given to us by the marvel of the Atonement, then we have to construct with patience that way of thinking which is exactly in accordance with the mind of our Lord. God will not make us think as Jesus thought, we have to do that ourselves, to bring “into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.” Peter’s counsel to “add,” means to form habits on the basis of the new life which God has put in.

	3. In the Domain of Devotion

	Ye are My friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. (John 15:14)

	 

	God created man to be His friend. If we are the friends of Jesus we have deliberately and carefully to lay down our life for Him. It is difficult, and thank God it is! When once the relationship of being the friends of Jesus is understood, we shall be called upon to exhibit to everyone we meet the love He has shown to us. Watch the kind of people God brings across your path, you will find it is His way of picturing to you the kind of person you have been to Him.—“You are My child, the friend of My Son, now exhibit to that ‘hedgehoggy’ person the love I exhibited to you when you were like that towards Me; exhibit to that mean, selfish person exactly the love I showed you when you were mean and selfish.” We shall find ample room to eat “humble pie” all the days of our life. The thing that keeps us going is to recognise the humour of our heavenly Father in it all, and we shall meet the disagreeable person with a spiritual chuckle because we know what God is doing, He is giving us a mirror that we may see what we have been like towards Him; now we have the chance to prove ourselves His friends, and the other person will be amazed and say—“Why the more I poke her, the sweeter she gets!” and will tumble in where we tumbled in, into the grace of God.

	 

	
You Need Not Sin

	Romans 6:13-18

	How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?Romans 6:2

	 

	We have to build in faith on the presupposition of the perfect Atonement of Jesus Christ, not build on an experience. If we construct our faith on our experience, we produce that most unscriptural type of holiness, an isolated life, with our eyes fixed on our own whiteness. If we do not base all our thinking on the presupposition of the Atonement, we shall produce a faith conscious of itself, hysterical and unholy, that cannot do the work of the world. Beware of the piety that has no presupposition of the Atonement, it is no use for anything but leading a sequestered life; it is useless to God and a nuisance to man. We have to base resolutely in unshaken faith on the complete and perfect Atonement of Jesus Christ.

	“Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” How many of us reckon like that, or do our prayers, our piety, come in the way? Our prayers and our piety are the evidence that we are on the right foundation. Is the Atonement the one thing that exerts a dominating influence in my life?

	1. If You Obey in the Matter of Dedication

	Yield . . . your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. (Romans 6:13)

	 

	There is something we must do, viz., dedicate our members. Have we ever, as saved souls dedicated our bodies to God? “Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,” not “Present your all,” but present your body. If you obey in this matter of dedication, you can keep your bodily life free from vice and sin. Sin dwells in human nature, but it has no light there, it does not belong to human nature as God created it. Deny the disposition of sin, says Paul, bring it to the place of crucifixion (v. 6). Let not sin i.e., your right to yourself, rule any longer, deny that disposition and let Jesus Christ rule. Never let any member dominate and say—You must.

	2. If You Obey in the Matter of Deliverance

	For sin shall not have dominion over you. (Romans 6:14)

	 

	“Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body,” that is, do not let sin command your body. Sin is a monarch ruling on the outside, demanding obedience on the inside. We can add nothing to the Atonement, we can do nothing for our deliverance, but we must manifest that we are delivered from sin. If you obey in this matter of deliverance, you will realise that there is no bondage in the Atonement. “Even so reckon ye yourselves to be . . . alive unto God in Jesus Christ” (rv).

	3. If You Obey in the Matter of Discernment

	What then? Shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? (v. 15)

	 

	Do you discern that Jesus Christ means His Atonement to be recognised there—in my home life, in my business? The grace of God is absolute, but your obedience must prove that you do not receive it in vain. Continually bring yourself to the bar of judgment and ask—Where is the discernment of the Atonement in this matter and in that? The grace of God in a human being is proved by the discernment of the Atonement in unobtrusive practical ways. The amateur providence element, the insistence of common-sense morality, is the great enemy of the life of Jesus in a saint because it competes with the Atonement —“Of course God does not mean that the Atonement is to be worked out through my finger-tips, in the getting of meals, in my business!” If the Atonement does not work out there, it will work out nowhere. Beware of the piety that denies the natural life, it is a fraud. We can all shine in the sun, but Jesus wants us to shine where there is no sun, where it is dark with the press of practical things.

	4. If You Obey in the Matter of Debate

	Know ye not, that to whom ye yield [kjv] yourselves as servants unto obedience, his servants ye are whom ye obey? (v. 16 rv)

	 

	What do you debate about in your mind? When Jesus speaks, never say: “Let us talk this matter over.” Some of us obey God in prayer meetings only or in devotional times; we never think of obeying Him at mealtimes or in our offices, etc. We fail whenever we forget to do in the insignificant details those things we were delighted to see when we were looking into the law of God. (See James 1:22-25.) When things come out against us, do we sit down under them, or have we such a habit of mind that God is always first, not piously and pathetically, but actually? Prayer does not place God first; prayer is the evidence that our minds are fixed on God. We have to get our minds used to putting God first, it is conscious to begin with. The snare is putting common sense first. Jesus says—Reverse the order, put God first. The tiniest thing that comes between you and God will blot God out. A twinge of neuralgia is sufficient to make some of us forget the Atonement.

	5. If You Obey in the Matter of Delight

	But ye have obeyed from the heart. (Romans 6:17)

	 

	“Obedience of the heart is the heart of obedience.” Whenever we obey, the delight of the supernatural grace of God meets our obedience instantly. Absolute Deity is on our side at once every time we obey, so that natural obedience and the grace of God coincide. If we look at obedience apart from the presupposition of the Atonement, it makes it seem absurd. Obedience means that we bank everything on the Atonement, and the supernatural grace of God is a delight. We cannot do anything pleasing to God unless there is this deliberate building on the presupposition of the Atonement.

	6. If You Obey in the Matter of Devotion

	Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. (v. 18)

	 

	Thank God we can do what we ought to do—when? NOW! We are free to become the servants of righteousness. Sin is nothing but a big bully. Sin was killed at the Cross of Christ; it has no power at all over those who are set free by the Atonement of Jesus and are prosecuting their life in Him: “. . . in nothing terrified by your adversaries.”

	We have to “grow in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” The more we are taught, the more we can be taught, and the more we are taught the more the growth and the glorifying of God will go on in our souls. Have we ever been taught anything? Being taught of God is a delightful life, it means the discernment is exercised. God does not put us in His “show room,” we are here for Him to show His marvellous works in us and to use us in His enterprises.

	We have to prosecute our life in Christ, not be dragged in His wake or the strain will be too heavy and down we shall go. The only place to prosecute our life in Christ is just where we are, in the din of things, and the only way in which we can prosecute our life in Christ is to remember that it is God Who engineers circumstances, and that the only place where we can be of use to Him is where we are, not where we are not. God is in the obvious things.

	Am I banking in faith on the Eternal Fact of the Atonement? Am I so devoted to my Lord that He is working out His purposes in me? Or am I one of those miserable individuals who is working out his own particular type of religion by himself? We have to measure every type of experience by the Lord Jesus Christ and His Atonement. We must build on the great fact of the Redemption which God has performed through Christ, and continually presuppose that Redemption. If we fail to prosecute our life in Jesus, and build our faith on our experiences only, then the further away we get from our experiences, the dimmer will Jesus Christ become.

	
What Next?

	Matthew 5:45-48

	1. Deny Yourself More Than Others

	That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven. (Matthew 5:45)

	 

	According to the Bible, self-seeking did not begin on earth, it began in heaven and was turned out of heaven because it was unworthy to live there, and it will never get back again. If we are to be Christian after the stamp Our Lord requires, we must deny ourselves more than others. Our Lord never taught us to deny sin: sin must be destroyed, not denied. Nothing sinful can ever be good. “If any man would come after Me, let him deny himself” (Matthew 16:24 rv). Our Lord is referring to the natural self which must be denied in order that it may be made spiritual. Our Lord does not teach “Deeper Death to Self”; He teaches death right out to my self, death right out to self-realisation and self-seeing. Sin and self are not the same thing. Sin does not belong to human nature as God created it. Adam was innocent when God created him, and God intended him to take part in his own moral development, and to transform his natural life into a spiritual life by obedience; but Adam refused to do it. Our Lord continually denied the natural and turned it into the spiritual by obedience. With Our Lord everything was spiritual. His eating and drinking were acts of continual subordination to His Father’s will (cf. Matthew 4:2-4). We have a natural life to be sacrificed and thereby turned into a spiritual, life. The meaning of sacrifice is giving the best we have to God, denying it to ourselves, that He may make it an eternal possession of His and ours.

	2. Devote Yourself to Prayer More Than Others

	Lord, teach us to pray. (Luke 11:1)

	Pray without ceasing. (1 Thessalonians 5:17)

	 

	Never say you will pray about a thing; pray about it. Our Lord’s teaching about prayer is so amazingly simple but at the same time so amazingly profound that we are apt to miss His meaning. The danger is to water down what Jesus says about prayer and make it mean something more common sense; if it were only common sense, it was not worth His while to say it. The things Jesus says about prayer are supernatural revelations.

	It is not part of the life of a natural man to pray. We hear it said that a man will suffer in his life if he does not pray; I question it. What will suffer is the life of the Son of God in him, which is nourished not by food but by prayer. When a man is born from above (rv mg), the life of the Son of God is born in him, and he can either starve that life or nourish it. Prayer is the way the life of the Son of God is nourished. God has so constituted things that prayer on the basis of Redemption alters the way a man looks at things. Prayer is not a question of altering things externally, but of working wonders in a man’s disposition. One great effect of prayer is that it enables the soul to command the body. By obedience I make my body submissive to my soul, but prayer puts my soul in command of my body. It is one thing to have the body in subjection, but another thing to be able to command it. When I command my body, I make it an ally, the means by which my spiritual life is furthered.

	“For your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask Him” (Matthew 6:8). If God sees that my spiritual life will be furthered by giving the things for which I ask, then He will give them, but that is not the end of prayer. The end of prayer is that I come to know God Himself. If I allow my bodily needs to get out of relationship to God, then those needs will keep me morbidly interested in myself all the time, much to the devil’s enjoyment. We have to leave ourselves resolutely in God’s hands and launch out into the work of intercession on the basis of faith in the perfect Redemption of Jesus.

	3. Dedicate Yourself to Love More Than Others

	Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. (Matthew 22:37-38)

	If ye love Me, keep My commandments. (John 14:15)

	 

	Before we can love God we must have the Lover of God in us, viz., the Holy Spirit. When the Holy Spirit has shed abroad the love of God in our hearts, then that love requires cultivation. No love on earth will develop without being cultivated. We have to dedicate ourselves to love, which means identifying ourselves with God’s interests in other people, and God is interested in some funny people, viz.; in you and in me! We must beware of letting natural affinities hinder our walking in love. One of the most cruel ways of killing love is by disdain built on natural affinities. To be guided by our affinities is a natural tendency, but spiritually this tendency must be denied, and as we deny it we find that God gives us affinity with those for whom we have no natural affinity. Is there anyone in your life who would not be there if you were not a Christian? The love of God is not mere sentimentality; it is a most practical thing for the saint to love as God loves. The springs of love are in God, not in us. The love of God is only in us when it has been shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, and the evidence that it is there is the spontaneous way in which it is manifested.

	4. Dispose Yourself to Believe More Than Others

	Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? (John 11:40)

	He that believeth on Me, . . . out of [him] shall flow rivers of living water. (John 7:38)

	 

	“I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ,” said Paul, “for it is the power of God to salvation to everyone that believeth.” So as long as we live in a religious compartment, make our own theology, wear doctrinal “blinkers,” and live only amongst those who agree with us, we shall not see where the shame comes in; but let God shift us and bring us into contact with those who are indifferent to what we believe, and we shall realise soon the truth of what our Lord said—“therefore the world hateth you.” If we really believed some phases of our Lord’s teaching it would make us a laughing stock in the eyes of the world. It requires the miracle of God’s grace for us to believe as Jesus taught us to.

	“Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?” Every time our programme of belief is clear to our minds we come across something that contradicts it. Faith, before it is real, must be tried. As we dispose ourselves to believe, we see God all the time, not in spasms. We see His arm behind all the facts in individual life and in history. Are we disposing ourselves to believe more than others?

	5. Determine to Know More Than Others

	If any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of Myself.

	If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. (John 13:17)

	 

	If you believe in Jesus, you will not spend all your time in the smooth waters just inside the harbour, full of exhilaration and delight, but always moored; you will have to go out through the harbour bar into the great deeps of God and begin to know for yourself, begin to get spiritual discernment. If you do not cut the moorings, God will have to break them with a storm and send you out. Why not unloosen and launch all on God and go out on the great swelling tide of His purpose?

	“If any man will do His will, he shall know. . . .” When you know you should do a thing and you do it, immediately you will know more. If you revise where you are stodgy spiritually, you will find it goes back to the point where there was one thing you knew you should do, but you did not do it because there seemed no immediate call to, and now you have no perception, no discernment. Instead of being spiritually self-possessed at the time of crisis, you are spiritually distracted. It is a dangerous thing to refuse to go on knowing.

	When the Spirit of God has opened your mind by His incoming and you are determining to know more, you will find that external circumstances and internal knowledge go together, and by obedience you begin to fulfil your spiritual destiny. The counterfeit of obedience is the state of mind in which you work up occasions to sacrifice yourself, ardour is mistaken for the discernment built on knowledge. “To obey is better than sacrifice.” It is a great deal better to fulfil the purpose of God in your life by discerning His will than it is to perform great acts of self-sacrifice.

	Beware of harking back to a past knowledge when God wants to bring you into a new relationship; beware of harking back to what you once were when God wants you to be something you have never been.

	 

	
Pull Yourself Together

	If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. John 15:7

	 

	In all Christian experience there must be the presupposition of the Atonement; we have to build in faith on the great work which God has performed through Christ. We cannot save ourselves, or sanctify ourselves; we cannot atone for sin; we cannot redeem the world; we cannot make right what is wrong, pure what is impure, holy what is unholy—all that is the sovereign work of God. God has made a perfect Atonement, are we in the habit of realising it? We must never put character in the place of faith, there is a great danger of doing so. Our character can never be meritorious before God: we stand before God on the basis of His grace. Character is the evidence that we are built on the right foundation. What we need is the perfect realisation of the Atonement of Jesus Christ. The need is not to do things, but to believe. “What must I do to be saved? . . . Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”

	1. By the Habit of Constantly Realising

	If ye abide in Me . . .

	 

	If we continue to act and think and work from the centre of abiding in Jesus, then Jesus says that other things will happen, viz., we shall bring forth fruit. Are we abiding in Jesus? Do we take time to abide? What is the dominating factor of power in our lives? Is it work, service, sacrifice for others? The thing that ought to exert the greatest power in our lives is the Atonement. Do we give one minute out of every sixty to make ourselves realise it? We must get into the habit of constantly realising the Atonement, of centralising everything there. To concentrate causes consciousness of effort to begin with. “Abide in Me,” says Jesus. It is imperative on our part that we abide in Jesus. It is a responsibility for us to continually realise the Eternal Fact of the Atonement.

	2. By the Habit of Constantly Remembering

	and My words abide in you . . .

	 

	We maintain our relationship to Jesus by the use of the means which He gives us, viz., His words. Some of us can only hear God in the thunder of revivals or in public worship; we have to learn to listen to God’s voice in the ordinary circumstances of life. It is not the length of time we give to a thing that matters, but whether the time we give opens the door to the greatest power in our life. The greatest factor in life is that which exerts most power, not the element which takes most time. The five minutes we give to the words of Jesus the first thing in the morning are worth more than all the rest of the day.

	Beware of any experience that does not wed itself to the words of Jesus. Experience is simply the doorway into the great revelation of Jesus Christ. “The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” Read the Bible, whether you understand it or not, and the Holy Spirit will bring back some word of Jesus to you in a particular set of circumstances and make it living; the point is—will you be loyal to that word? Never ask anyone else what the word means, go direct to God about it. Are we in the habit of listening to the words of Jesus? Do we realise that Jesus knows more about our business than we do ourselves? Do we take His word for our clothes, our money, our domestic work; or do we think we can manage these things for ourselves? The Spirit of God has the habit of taking the words of Jesus out of their scriptural setting and putting them into the setting of our personal lives.

	3. By the Habit of Constantly Requesting

	ye shall ask what ye will . . .

	 

	This solves the mystery of what we should pray for. If we are abiding in Jesus, we shall ask what He wants us to ask whether we are conscious of doing so or not. “Ye shall ask what ye will,” i.e., what your will is in. The meaning of prayer is that we recognise we are in the relationship of a child to his father. “Your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask Him.” When once we realise that we can never think of anything our Father will forget, worry becomes impossible. Beware of getting into a panic. Panic is bad for the natural heart, and it is destructive to the spiritual life. “Let not your heart be troubled”—it is a command. Are we in the habit of constantly requesting, of continually talking to Jesus about everything? Where we go in the time of trial proves what the great underlying power of our lives is.

	4. By the Habit of Constantly Recognising

	. . . and it shall be done unto you.

	 

	If we are abiding in Jesus and His words are abiding in us, then Jesus says God will answer our prayers. Do we recognise that? “But,” you say, “suppose I ask for something not according to God’s will?” I defy you to, if you are fulfilling the abiding in Jesus. The disciple who is in the condition of abiding in Jesus is the will of God, and his apparent free choices are God’s foreordained decrees. Mysterious? Logically absurd? But a glorious truth to a saint.

	“And whatsoever ye shall ask in My Name, that will I do.” Are we performing this ministry of the interior?

	Do we pray for those in prominent places, for the “Pauls”? There is no snare or danger of infatuation or pride or the “show business” in prayer. Prayer is a hidden, obscure ministry which brings forth fruit that glorifies the Father. “Severed from Me you can do nothing,” i.e., “you will not bear My fruit, you will bear something that did not come from Me at all”; but—“Abide in Me,” and you will bring forth fruit that testifies to the nature of the vine, fruit whereby the Father is glorified. “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man,” one who is abiding, “availeth much.” Are we constantly recognising that God does answer prayer if we are abiding in Jesus? Are we building in faith on the presupposition of the Atonement and bringing everything to that one centre, or are we allowing our lives to be frittered away? Is Jesus Christ dominating every interest of our lives more and more? This does not mean that we are to be thinking about God always and giving all our time to so-called religious work, but it does mean that we are to concentrate on the great fact of the Atonement with the greatest amount of our time even to the ordinary things of life as they are engineered for us by God.

	Those who use the jargon of “abiding in Christ,” if not really abiding are an annoyance and an irritation. If we make the Atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ the great exerting influence of our life, every phase of our life will bear fruit for God. Take time and get to know whether the Atonement is the central point of all power for you, and remember that Satan’s aim is to keep you away from that point of power. Jesus said that the cares of this world and the lust of other things would choke His word. We can choke God’s word with a yawn; we can hinder the time that should be spent with God by remembering we have other things to do. “I haven’t time!” Of course you have not time! Take time, strangle some other interests and make time to realise that the centre of power in your life is the Lord Jesus Christ and His Atonement. Paul limited his knowledge to that one thing—“I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.” We have to learn to concentrate our affinities, to determine to be limited.

	
Don’t Slack Off

	2 Timothy 3:14-15

	1. In What You Have Been Taught

	But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned . . . (2 Timothy 3:14)

	 

	We learn very few things, because we learn that only to which we give our wits. Are we sticking to the things we have learned? We say we believe that God is love, but have we learned that He is? Have we assimilated it? We see truths, but we are not yet in the circumstances where we can learn them. Many things are taught, but we cannot learn them all at once. We say—“Oh yes, I would like to be that,” then there comes the “stick-at-iveness”—sixty seconds every minute, sixty minutes every hour. The only way in which we learn is by the terrific iteration of the commonplace.

	Experience is never the ground of our confidence; experience is the opening of the door to a new life which must be continued in. Some of us are continually having doors opened, but we will not go through them. Don’t slack off, keep on with the thing which you have learned. We speak about testifying to the experience of sanctification; what we really testify to is not an experience of sanctification but to a revelation granted us by God of what sanctification is: the experience of sanctification is the rest of life from that moment.

	2. In What You Have Tested

	and hast been assured of . . . (v. 14)

	 

	Many of us believe, but we will not confess to what we believe, consequently we are assured of nothing. “I did ask God for the Holy Spirit, but I do not feel sure of anything.” Confess what you believe for, and instantly the assurance of that for which you believe will be made yours. We are so terribly afraid to venture on what God says. Confession is not for the sake of other people, but for our own sake. Confession means we have trusted God for this thing and we believe on the ground of His word that the work is done. We realise by confessing that we have no one saving God to stand by us. Have we ever taken the cross of confessing? When we believe with the heart, we have to confess with our mouth what we believe to those whose business it is to know. The reason some of us lack assurance is because we do not continue in what we have tested, something has made us slack off.

	3. In Loyalty to Your Teachers

	knowing of whom thou hast learned them . . . (v. 14)

	 

	God brings His own particular teachers into our lives, and we have to watch that we do not slack off in our loyalty to them. Loyalty to teachers is a very rare thing. The man or woman used by God to teach me is not necessarily the one used to teach you. We must not foist our teachers on everyone else. Are we loyal, to our teachers, or are we spiritual butterflies? Does every new-comer on the highway of spiritual life switch us off on to a new line? God very rarely teaches direct from His word until the way for that has been opened by His own order—“and He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers” (Ephesians 4:11). God makes His own teachers; we have to see that we do not slack off in our loyalty to them.

	4. In the Scripture Truth

	and that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures . . .

	 

	It is not the thing on which we spend most time that moulds us, but the thing that exerts the greatest power.

	Five minutes with God and His word is worth more than all the rest of the day. Do we come to the Bible to be spoken to by God, to be made “wise unto salvation,” or simply to hunt for texts on which to build addresses? There are people who vagabond through the Bible, taking sufficient only out of it for the making of sermons, they never let the word of God walk out of the Bible and talk to them. Beware of living from hand to mouth in spiritual matters; do not be a spiritual mendicant.

	Beware of the novel things. Some of us spiritually are independent, impudent travellers—“Oh, I can find my way all right.” The thing to do is to keep on the steady track—“Honour thy father and thy mother.” “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy,” etc. God brings back what is old in order to test our loyalty. All the novel things slip away; the essential track remains.

	5. In the Salvation Testimony

	. . . which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

	 

	The Bible is not the word of God to us unless we come to it through what Jesus Christ says. The Scriptures, from Genesis to Revelation, are all revelations of Jesus Christ. The context of the Bible is Our Lord himself, and until we are rightly related to Him, the Bible is no more to us than an ordinary book. We cannot know the Holy Scriptures by intellectual exercises. The key to our understanding of the Bible is not our intelligence, but our personal relationship to Jesus Christ (cf. John 5:39-40). The New Testament was not written in order to prove that Jesus Christ is the Son of God; but written to confirm the faith of those who believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. There are no problems in the New Testament. We take much for granted, but nothing is ever ours until we have bought it by pain; a thing is worth just what it costs. We seem to lose everything when we go through the suffering of experience, but bit by bit we get it back. The Bible treats us as human life does—roughly.

	“He wakeneth morning by morning, He wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned.” Do we allow ourselves to be arrested when we read the Holy Scriptures? The vital relationship of the Christian to the Bible is not that he worships the “letter,” but that the Holy Spirit makes the words of the Bible “spirit and life” to him. When we are born from above (rv mg) the Bible becomes to us a universe of revelation facts whereby we feed our knowledge of Jesus Christ.

	 

	
Practising Godliness

	Work out your own salvation. . . . For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure. Philippians 2:12-13

	 

	When Our Lord is presented to the conscience, the first thing conscience does is to rouse the will, and the will agrees with God always. You say—“I do not know whether my will is in agreement with God”—look to Jesus, and you will find that your will and your conscience are in agreement with God every time. The element in you which makes you say “I shan’t” to God is something less profound than your will, it is perversity, or obstinacy, which are never in agreement with God. Obstinacy is a remnant of the disposition of sin, and it fights against that which a man’s will and conscience indicate to be right. If we persist in being perverse and obstinate, we shall ultimately get to the place where the emotions of will and conscience are stultified.

	Will is the essential element in the creation of man; sin is a perverse disposition that has entered into man. The profound thing in man is his will, not sin. Human nature as God made it was not sinful, and it was human nature as God made it that Our Lord took on Him. Obstinacy is an unintelligent “wodge” that refuses to be enlightened. It continually surprises you—“Why didn’t I do that thing?” The only cure for obstinacy is to be blown up by dynamite, and the dynamite is obedience to the Holy Spirit. When the Holy Spirit comes into my human spirit, He makes me one with Jesus as He was one with His Father, it is an identification that raises the personality to its right place.

	1. The Way of the Working of God

	For it is God which worketh in you to will. . . .

	 

	Before a man is rightly related to God, his conscience may be a source of torture and distress to him, but when he is born again it becomes a source of joy and delight because he realises that not only are his will and his conscience in agreement with God, but that God’s will is his will, and the life is as natural as breathing, it is a life of proving, or making out, what is “that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”

	Is it possible for human nature to get to such a standard that it can work out actually what God wills? God’s word says it is. God not only gives me supernatural grace, but He is in me to will and to do of His good pleasure, and that means I can do all that God’s will and my conscience indicate I should do. If I am a child of God, I realise not only that God is the source of my will, but that God is in me to will. I do not bring an opposed will to God’s will, God’s will is my will, and my natural choices are along the line of His will. Then I begin to understand that God engineers circumstances for me to do His will in them, not for me to lie down under them and give way to self-pity. We are called to do God’s will here and now; are we doing it or are we murmuring—“Why should I be in these trying circumstances?” “Why should I have these disabilities?” That is murmuring. Do God’s will. God not only expects me to do His will, but He is in me to do it.

	Doing God’s will is never hard. The only thing that is hard is not doing His will. All the forces of nature and of grace are at the back of the man who does God’s will because in obedience we let God have His amazing way with us. If some of us were taken to be specimens of doing God’s will, we should be sorry recommendations! We ought to be superabounding with joy and delight because God is working in us to will and to do of His good pleasure. The “goodest” thing there is is the will of God. God’s will is hard only when it comes up against our stubbornness, then it is as cruel as a ploughshare and as devastating as an earthquake. God is merciless with the thing that tells against the relationship of a man to Himself. When once God does have His way, we are emancipated into the very life of God, i.e., into the life that Jesus lived. The only estimate of a consistent Christian character is that the life of the Son of God is being manifested in the bodily life.

	2. The Way of the Working of the Godly

	Work out your own salvation. . . .

	 

	If we are practising godliness, i.e., practising in our life day by day and week by week, working out what God works in, then we shall find when the crisis comes that our nature will stand by us, because we have disciplined and trained our nature to work out what God works in. We make what we practise second nature, and in the crisis as well as in the details of life we find that not only does God’s grace stand by us, but also our own nature, we have made it an ally. If we have not been practising in the daily round, it is not God’s grace that fails when the crisis comes, but our nature that deserts us, and we fail. God does not make our habits for us or do the practising—God alters our disposition and we are left to work out the new disposition He has put in, by practice and the forming of habits. If we have had a great illumination of God’s grace, we have to go on to work out all that God has worked in; the danger is that we become stationary.

	“Work out your own salvation. . . .” We have not to work out that which tells for our salvation, but to work out in the expression of our lives the salvation which God has worked in. What does my tongue say? What things do my ears like to listen to? What kind of bodily associates do I like to be with?

	These things reveal whether we are working out the salvation God has worked in. The inward working is God’s; the outward working is ours. In regeneration God puts us into line with Himself so that by the expression of that union in our bodily lives we may prove Whose we are. The first lesson to learn is that God works on the inside, and we have to work on the outside what He has wrought inside. The place for yielding and surrendering comes just there. We hinder God when we try to work on the inside. So many of us put prayer and consecration in place of God’s work; we make ourselves the workers. God is the Worker, and He is after spirituality. God does nothing other than the profound; we have to do the practical. We have to see that we continually work out with concentration and care that which God has worked in, not work our own salvation, but work it out. We have to work out what God works in whilst we base resolutely in unshaken faith on the complete and perfect Redemption of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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